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POPULATION REFORM—MEETING THE CHALLENGES

Currently we have a public policy to 
increase Australia’s population to 35 
million by 2049 by means of large-scale 
migration. Changing this policy involves 
successfully confronting a series of politi-
cal challenges.

THE PUSH FOR GROWTH

the push for higher population comes from. 
While some of it comes from migrant rep-

highly literal interpretations of religious 

most of it comes from sections of business. 

-
ners.

Regrettably some business entities, 

two functions—creating a pool of surplus 

sales. It seems easier than competing with 

Kelvin Thomson 
Recently Kelvin Thomson, Labor Party Federal Member for Wills, called for a change of direction in Australia’s 
population trajectory, away from the hectic pursuit of higher numbers to a more moderate approach. Here he 
outlines the forces pushing for growth, exposes seven myths about population growth, and sets out his 14 point 
plan for an Australian population capped at 26 million together with more generous foreign aid.

-

because population growth means a bigger 

country’s wealth increases by 25 per cent, 
while its population increases by 60 per 

Upton Sinclair put it succinctly: ‘It is 
-

SEVEN MYTHS ABOUT 
POPULATION GROWTH

the arguments in favour of rising population 

prosperity. The bigger is better myth. If this 
were true, the wealthiest per-person nations 

populations. They’re not. In fact eight of 

per-person GDP have populations of less 
than 10 million.

but a population which has been stable for 
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-

per-person GDP worth only 40 per cent of 
Australia’s.

Some population boosters lament that 
-

the same as it was in 1950. But of those 
ten wealthiest per-person countries, eight 
are in Europe.

Do the population boosters seriously 

1950 Africa’s population has more than 

million. Now its population is 72 million.

Agriculture Organisation the number of 

-
tion, as many as two billion more people 

next meal will come from. 
No prizes for guessing where this 

-

pushes up the price of housing, pushes up 
the price of water, pushes up the price of 
petrol. We are not—repeat not—better off 
as a consequence of this.

-

ageing is a terrible problem.
The 14-point Population Reform Plan 

-
est societies are those with the lowest life 
expectancy. We are not just ageing, we are 

-

in it—many young people are out of it, 

the Department of Treasury Economic 
Roundup

-
ers into the labour force. These incentives 

-
ing retirement, or more generous maternity 
leave arrangements’.

This is the catastrophe that awaits us if 

part-time options, more generous maternity 
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more people to Australia means there is 

A big country is one we can share with 

The fourth argument for increasing our 

is miserable—just US$421 for the whole 

-

what is this cultural cringe that causes us 

way of life are somehow inferior to those 
-

countries, how come so many people are 

people leaving Australia, then it will be 

-

will give us more weight in international 

-

our carbon footprint. These are the things 

The sixth argument for increasing popu-

than ourselves. I am personally strongly in 
favour of Australia being a compassionate 

they come. This is not Australia being com-

of appeals to our better nature when the 
outcome of those appeals is not a better 

-

It is utterly insincere of business or 
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-

in which we live, when the value of these 

increasing population.

pursuit of ever greater material wealth, I am 

fortunate than ourselves, but I believe we 

gambler. 
The last myth coming from population 

boosters I want to mention is that it will all 

now, they say, but soon it will level off 

versions of this even claim that in future 

thought there was something in this. The 
realisation that all the past projections of 

-

reform. 
-

lation projection for Australia for the year 

years ago Treasury’s Intergenerational 

million by 2049—within just two years, 

to 35 million. 

itself is also a myth.

THE 14 POINT PLAN

higher population, the next political chal-
lenge is to come up with an alternative. 

I set out a 14 point Plan for Population 
Reform.

stabilise Australia’s population.
1. Stabilise Australia’s population at 26 

million by cutting the net overseas mi-
gration program to 70,000 per annum.

25,000 per annum.

50,000 per annum.
4. Increase the refugee program from 

13,750 to 20,000 per annum.
-

vision for genuine climate refugees.
-

manent arrivals from these programs 

-

a net overseas annual migration target of 
70,000, the number of automatic places 

The Trans Tasman Travel Arrange-

this, splitting available places for New 

-
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these normal migration programs.
-

tralia by restricting sub-class 457 

-
neering occupations.

being eligible to apply for permanent 

9. Abolish the Baby Bonus.

receiving them.

-

-

can play a role in helping stabilise global 
population.

of Gross National Income with money 

greater use of off- the-shelf purchases 

for the Copenhagen Climate Change 

The heart of this plan is a proposal to 
stabilise Australia’s population at 26 million 
by 2050, by cutting net overseas migration 
to 70,000 per annum. While refugee num-

training young Australians at Universities, 

The reason is this. When I propose stabi-
lising the population through 70,000 net 

people are going to come to Australia from 

a population policy.

WORKING OUT A STRATEGY
The fourth political challenge is to have a 
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each other. 
Planning is a classic example. People 

contributing to urban sprawl. People who 
oppose the extension of the urban growth 

in the inner city areas against people in the 

all about. It means no-one has to lose their 

their open space. 

growth. Interest rate rises are a classic 

rising house prices as a reason for lifting 
-

ing house prices ever higher is population 

property as an investment. But they will 

-

a shame. Home buying encourages personal 

-

more is population growth.

Australians.

to increase its population by 50 per cent 
by 2050, at the same time as scientists are 
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saying we have to cut carbon emissions 

-

infrastructure, or when levels of govern-

transport or electricity infrastructure, or 
-

gestion or the monstrosity being built next 

-

THE POPULATION DEBATE

happening. Newspapers are regularly car-

believe that Australia at 35 million is too 
many. 

-
tion is supporting population stabilisation, 

non-government organisations are starting 

-

But these particular Walls of Jericho 

victories come swiftly, but other times it 

to see it through.

I share that frustration. But I am totally 

is worth it.
It is absolutely central to the core obliga-


