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Eric Kaufmann’s new book pillories ‘progressive’ 
(woke) extremism – including Albanese Labor 

Stephen Saunders 

 

Kaufmann’s ‘Taboo’ argues that ‘wokeness’ or ‘progressive extremism’ is no joke, but a 
dangerous cultural schism between elite governance and ordinary voters.  

Albanese Labor’s very first promise was The Voice. In that debacle, ABC and Human 
Rights Commission patronised voters, as ill-informed and racist.  

His first 24 months has delivered an extraordinary one-million net migration, denying 
responsibility. The gas-cartel price-gouge remains essentially untouched.  

The result is a historic consumer (GDP per capita) recession with all-time 
rental/housing crisis. Crowning a dismal decade for real wages and household 
incomes. Yet the 2024 Budget rhapsodised cost-of-living ‘relief’.  
In response, Peter Dutton advocated 160,000 in net migration. Still double the post-
1901 average, but a 20-year ‘low’, excluding COVID 2020-21. ABC Board member 
Laura Tingle remonstrated: Dutton (and voters) ought to check their racism. He’s ‘dark 
and divisive’, the Treasurer told the ABC. 

For Kaufmann however, Albanese’s just one more woke leader, pushing unpopular 
‘cultural socialist’ policies. ‘Remains to be seen’ if he pays the price. 

 

Kaufmann and wokeness 
The Canadian-Brit politics prof got noticed with his book Whiteshift.  

The cultural left, he claimed, is ideologically anti-white. ‘Politicians should set 
[immigration] levels that respect the cultural comfort zone of the median voter.’  
Not the view, at Australia’s student-migration addicted universities.  

In Taboo (*), woke is no trivial or right-wing epithet, but a now-dominant ‘ideology of 
Western elite culture’. 
Kaufmann locates a first ‘culture war’ in the 1960s - the rise of liberal mores around 
sex and sexuality. The second, from the 1980s, generated large increases in 
immigration, ‘racist’ assimilation yielding to ‘virtuous’ multiculturalism.  

In his third phase, from the mid-2010s, ‘identity groups, not class’ are the battleground. 
The ‘cultural socialist’ blueprint seeks utopian equality along lines of ‘race, gender, and 
sexuality’, rather than ‘class or wealth’.  
Woke then, for Kaufmann, is the ‘sacralisation of historically disadvantaged race, 
gender, and sexual identity groups’.  
It’s a culture of victimhood not resilience, seeking equal outcomes (not opportunities) 
for disadvantaged groups, protecting them from ‘emotional harm’. In the USA, the 
corporate mantra is Diversity-Equity-Inclusion, or DEI.  

Kaufmann isn’t denying societal gains from successive left-liberal cultural offensives. 
Yet, in his view, woke now threatens ‘excellence, freedom, and community’.  

https://www.aec.gov.au/About_AEC/Publications/files/referendum-report-2023.pdf
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-10-16/why-the-voice-failed/102978962
https://humanrights.gov.au/about/news/opinions/whatever-voice-votes-result-australia-has-racism-problem-we-must-tackle
https://humanrights.gov.au/about/news/opinions/whatever-voice-votes-result-australia-has-racism-problem-we-must-tackle
https://www.macrobusiness.com.au/2023/08/jim-chalmers-bald-face-lies-to-australians-on-immigration/
https://www.macrobusiness.com.au/2024/06/gas-cartel-runs-wild-as-nation-lost-in-nuclear/
https://www.news.com.au/finance/economy/interest-rates/graph-reveals-worrying-sign-for-the-economy/news-story/df299677d0be0a3407a2d28adbac39c6
https://discover.abc.net.au/index.html#/?query=rental%20crisis
https://www.macrobusiness.com.au/2024/06/australians-endure-longest-recession-since-records-began/
https://budget.gov.au/content/overview/download/budget-overview-final.pdf
https://www.peterdutton.com.au/leader-of-the-opposition-transcript-interview-with-tom-elliott-3aw-3/
https://www.abc.net.au/about/abc-board
https://www.abc.net.au/about/media-centre/speeches-and-articles/laura-tingle-statement/103908942
https://ministers.treasury.gov.au/ministers/jim-chalmers-2022/transcripts/interview-david-speers-insiders-abc-5
https://www.newyorker.com/news/q-and-a/a-political-scientist-defends-white-identity-politics-eric-kaufmann-whiteshift-book
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/caps-on-international-students-wont-just-be-a-headache-for-universities/p1ua4rfin
https://www.spectator.co.uk/article/the-illiberal-implications-of-labours-manifesto/
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He seeks a ‘missing optimum’ in between the unhappy pre-1965 condition and an 
overwrought present situation.  

For him this means dialling back on ‘equity, diversity and harm protection’ and 
retreating from ‘national shame’ and ‘white sin’. 
 

Woke across wealthy nations 
Across the Anglosphere, wokeness tends to excise mass migration ‘from democratic 
debate’.  Donald Trump is an exception, though even he has wobbled.  

In Taboo, woke isn’t necessarily propelled by government directly, but by ‘mediating 
institutions’ such as ‘universities, tech firms, or government agencies’.  
The woke ‘left’ swamps the right, in academia and media, though that ‘doesn’t reflect’ 
wider society.   

In Australia too, voters don’t want mass migration, but Treasury and federal agencies 
do. So does the groupthink of powerful stakeholders. 

Patrolling wokeness in academia, are Punishment, Prejudice, and Fear. Kaufmann 
sprinkles these chapters, with surveys and charts.  

Hence his chart of rising ‘cancel culture’ incidents on US/UK campuses. He offers a 
table of the UK educated favouring political correctness, more than do the public at 
large.  

He even provides a table of US Democrat students, winnowing Trump supporters from 
their dating pools.  

Kaufmann sees woke overshoot as a form of Deculturation. Losing its historical status 
as British America, Canada reinvents itself as a ‘morally superior left-wing version of 
America…with an expansionist ethos of mass immigration’.  
Similarly, politicians hype Australia as the ‘most successful multicultural society’.  
We’ve the highest proportion of overseas-born anywhere, apart from a few Middle East 
autocracies. Yet we remain, Tingle or not, a comparatively tolerant nation for 
minorities.  

Albanese’s pushing our luck, anointing Modi India as our ‘special’ immigration and 
overpopulation partner, with blanket recognition of Indian qualifications.  

Kaufmann acknowledges, 2020s conservatives in America have pushed back, against 
DEI and similar tropes. Outdoing satire, muscular Bud Light beer utilised a trans 
activist in their advertisements, only to trash their own brand.   

Don’t yet think, he warns, that the ‘tide is turning’. The conservative side of politics has 
been too timid. As ‘progressive educators…steadily bend’ the educational program, 
they are easily making up for ‘yardage’ lost under conservative ascendancies.  

Florida governor Ron de Santis appears as an isolated ‘standard bearer’, legislating 
against woke overreach in schools and universities.  

Urged by Kaufmann, Britain’s ‘liberal Tories’ also legislated for university free-speech. 
Yet their Brexit has nonetheless broken all promises, obliterating all previous British 
immigration records.  

https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/03/us/politics/trump-immigration-deportations.html
https://www.forbes.com/sites/stuartanderson/2024/06/23/trump-unlikely-to-pass-immigration-law-to-admit-all-college-grads/
https://tapri.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/2023-Tapri-survey-main-report-final-April-2024.pdf
https://www.macrobusiness.com.au/2023/12/public-service-mega-migration-spin-is-winning-the-war-on-voters/
https://www.macrobusiness.com.au/2024/03/why-facts-voters-cant-beat-huge-australia-groupthink/
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/mca/Statements/english-multicultural-statement.pdf
https://www.macrobusiness.com.au/2022/04/australias-migrant-population-falls-for-first-time-20-years/
https://www.macrobusiness.com.au/2022/04/australias-migrant-population-falls-for-first-time-20-years/
https://www.oecd.org/berlin/47570353.pdf
https://www.macrobusiness.com.au/2024/03/mad-albos-indian-visa-time-bomb-explodes/
https://www.nbcnews.com/business/consumer/bud-light-sales-falling-amid-mulvaney-backlash-no-end-in-sight-rcna85832
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/university-freedom-of-speech-bill-becomes-law
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/david-camerons-immigration-speech
https://www.migrationwatchuk.org/press-release/731


 3 

He fears the 2024 re-election of UK Labour unleashing the ‘full force of progressive 
illiberalism’.  
In metropolitan France, also Quebec, he discerns more resistance to the woke virus. 
Quebec just reminded Justin Trudeau, it’s your government not migrants themselves, 
causing Canada’s housing crisis.  

Australia, writes Kaufmann, cleaves ‘closer to the Canadian than American model’.  
Too right. On the world stage, Trudeau’s Canada and Albanese’s Australia align, in 
their historic immigration surges and debilitating rental/housing crises.  

Yet each leader’s a climate-policy champ. Trudeau praised bro Albanese’s ‘immense’ 
climate courage. Whatever that means.  

On Kaufmann’s UK and US evidence, young people are trending ‘more illiberal’ or less 
tolerant of free speech.  

He cites a 2024 American study: ‘Each cohort born after the Baby Boom generation 
has become less tolerant’.   
Youth and education, formerly predictive of tolerance, seem less so now. In Australia, 
Exhibit A is Greens housing spokesperson Max Chandler-Mather. For this celebrity, 
even net-migration as high as 300,000 would be a ‘race to the bottom’. 
 

Woke consequences and remedies 
In Taboo, woke goes beyond impairing ‘freedom and reason’. Kaufmann discerns 
‘malign impacts’ and ‘material consequences’ for disadvantaged groups.  

Cultural socialism can create ‘self-fulfilling prophecies’ that may perpetuate, rather 
than remediate, disadvantage.  

Claims the author, ‘taboos around race and gender’ discount the impact of single-
parent families on black Americans. Racial over-sensitivities obstruct ‘justice for 
vulnerable women’ in indigenous Australian communities. White progressives ‘blame 
African corruption and economic development’ on colonialism, not African leaders.  

Though wokeness metastasises within ‘institutions’, remedies can only come from 
elected government. Hence Kaufmann’s ‘12-Point Plan for Change’.  
Notably, his top six, spotlight public agencies and public service: 

 

• Re-legislate Free Speech, to protect employees, prioritise speech rights over woke 
strictures 

• Political Neutrality is advertised and enforced in public (including educational and 
media) agencies 

• Equivalent Action, to make political beliefs a protected characteristic in public 
agencies, at least as much as race or gender 

• People are the Policy, to open public bodies up to political appointments 
• US-styled ‘Federalist Society’ for the Bureaucracy, that is, create a lobby to 

encourage conservatives as public-service applicants 
• US-styled ‘NRA’ for the Culture War, that is, a lobby that would scrutinise and report 

on the ‘woke-ness’ of political candidates. 

https://www.spectator.co.uk/article/the-illiberal-implications-of-labours-manifesto/
https://www.macrobusiness.com.au/2024/06/blame-government-not-migrants-for-rental-crisis/
https://www.macrobusiness.com.au/2024/06/canada-leads-australia-into-housing-dystopia/
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/trudeau-government-urged-walk-talk-canadas-climate-policies-2024-04-17/
https://www.news.com.au/entertainment/awards/surprise-as-anthony-albanese-makes-list-of-times-100-most-influential-people/news-story/461b6924c2533726c02fdaca1f23a07d
https://www.cambridge.org/core/services/aop-cambridge-core/content/view/7813ABE313EC0008AB3E282292A318D7/S1537592722002079a.pdf/div-class-title-the-realignment-of-political-tolerance-in-the-united-states-div.pdf
https://www.macrobusiness.com.au/2024/03/the-greens-claim-immigration-cut-is-a-race-to-the-bottom/
https://www.smh.com.au/national/attention-seeker-or-renters-champion-the-greens-mp-driving-pollies-up-the-wall-20240430-p5fntv.html
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Free speech? Albanese proposed instead a Misinformation Bill. Targeting bogeymen 
like social media, but fencing off governmental ‘jobs and growth’ misinformation. 
Australian versions, of those lobby groups? They’d be busy.   

For Kaufmann, public school education is the ‘most important lever’ influencing future 
voters’ thoughts, therefore this should be the ‘top priority’ for conservatives.  

But, with rare exceptions like de Santis, American conservatives are loath to get 
involved. Obsessing instead, over ‘guns, abortion’. With Australia’s Scott Morrison, it 
was ‘religious discrimination’.  
John Howard (1996) and Tony Abbott (2013) made a show of sacking departmental 
chiefs. Morrison hectored the public service, yet corrupted it further, via robodebt.  

‘Progressive’ Liberal Matt Kean scoffed at Morrison, who wouldn’t ‘commit’ to net-zero 
emissions. Just the man, to chair Labor’s Climate Authority. Already clashing with 
Dutton, over (unlikely) nuclear power. 

 

The wrap – climate woke 
Taboo is a stimulating compendium of scholarship and ideas. It is a work in which 
woke isn’t to be taken lightly. It represents, a gulf between elite thought and 
governance, and the reasonable needs and concerns of voters.  

‘Outnumbered’ as he is, Kaufmann finds allies in UK and US academia, less so here.  

There’s UK Matt Goodwin’s Values, voice and virtue, despairing at the voter-
governance disconnect. Culturally left institutions smear ordinary Brits as ‘morally 
inferior’.  
In the US, there’s black scholar Musa Al-Gharbi’s upcoming We have never been 
woke: ‘How a new “woke” elite uses the language of social justice to gain more power 
and status—without helping the marginalised and disadvantaged.’ 
The Trudeau-Albanese climate bromance highlights another aspect of wokeness.  

For thirty years now, the UN has sidelined ‘active’ population policy (aka birth control) 
for climate policy and hypothetical net-zero emissions. In woke terms, the former 
policies are ‘racist’, the latter ‘anti-racist’.  
Indeed, the ‘guilty’ global North should compensate the South, for climate loss and 
damage. As if this feelgood would overcome intractable health and environmental 
costs of ever-rising world population.  

Every year adds another 75-80 million mouths to feed. Human emissions (and 
atmospheric CO2 levels) keep breaking records.  

But in UN (hence Labor) doctrine, ‘net’ emissions can bend it like Beckham to ‘save’ 
the environment. As a bonus, Labor’s mystical ‘net zero transformation stream’ can 
assure Australia’s industrial future.  

Pace Kaufmann, I’d almost describe wokeness as the ‘sacralisation of race and other 
historically disadvantaged groups, privileging UN climate-population creed’.  
In Australia, ‘progressive’ Labor offers wellbeing rubrics and climate rainbows. Old 
wine - wealth and inequality - decanted from new bottles. Here and in Canada, the 
permanent immigration deluge signals a tough decade ahead, for younger voters. 

 

https://www.acma.gov.au/online-misinformation
https://www.macrobusiness.com.au/2024/06/albo-proud-of-his-economic-wreckage/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-11-24/government-religious-discrimination-bill-explained/100645502
https://www.themandarin.com.au/58004-ian-watt-carried-message-sack-martin-parkinson/
https://theconversation.com/scott-morrison-tells-public-servants-keep-in-mind-the-bacon-and-eggs-principle-122021
https://robodebt.royalcommission.gov.au/publications/report
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-02-05/matt-kean-tells-pm-to-commit-to-2050-net-zero-emissions-target/13126220
https://minister.dcceew.gov.au/bowen/media-releases/joint-media-release-climate-change-authority-chair-drive-benefits-households-and-businesses
https://www.smh.com.au/politics/federal/former-liberal-minister-s-new-climate-role-heightens-federal-energy-clash-20240624-p5jo48.html
https://www.penguin.com.au/books/values-voice-and-virtue-9780141999098
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S3thZSmViRw
https://press.princeton.edu/books/hardcover/9780691232607/we-have-never-been-woke
https://press.princeton.edu/books/hardcover/9780691232607/we-have-never-been-woke
https://overpopulation-project.com/the-international-conference-on-population-and-development-at-30/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-08-11/net-zero-has-zero-chance-of-saving-us-from-climate-change/101288116
https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-63478446
https://www.unep.org/topics/climate-action/loss-and-damage/about-loss-and-damage
https://www.unep.org/topics/climate-action/loss-and-damage/about-loss-and-damage
https://overpopulation-project.com/humanity-needs-to-halt-population-growth/
https://overpopulation-project.com/earths-nature-is-being-ravaged-by-population-growth/
https://www.csiro.au/en/news/All/News/2023/December/Carbon-emissions-at-a-record-high-new-report-finds
https://www.climate.gov/news-features/understanding-climate/climate-change-atmospheric-carbon-dioxide
https://news.un.org/en/story/2023/03/1134777
https://budget.gov.au/content/factsheets/download/factsheet-fmia.pdf
https://treasury.gov.au/policy-topics/measuring-what-matters
https://www.hup.harvard.edu/books/9780674430006
https://www.macrobusiness.com.au/2024/06/australia-a-nation-of-housing-haves-and-have-nots/
https://www.macrobusiness.com.au/2024/06/canada-and-australia-march-into-lost-economic-decade/
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(*) In the UK/Rest of World, Taboo: How making race sacred produced a cultural 
revolution (Swift Press). In the US/Canada, The Third Awokening: A 12-point plan for 
rolling back progressive extremism (Bombardier Books).  


